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The Picture of HuMAN i 


Tranflated from the Greek of Cebes, a Diftiple of 
Socrates. tas 


Sa 5 we were walking in the Temple of Sa- 

4.turn, and obfervingTeveral of the Prefents 

OW dedicated to that God, we were particular- 

B4S9 ly ftruck witha Picture, hung up before 

one of the Chapels. “Both the Baanaee and 

ey the Subject of it, feem’d to be foreign; 

fo that we were at a Lofs to know either 

whence, or what it was. What it repre- 

fented was neither a City, nor a Camp ; but an Inclofure, 
containing two other Inclofures, the one larger, and the 


other lefs. To the outer Inclofure, there was a Portal, with 
Vou. HI. Hh a 
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4 great Number of Perfons ftanding before it, and fevera| f 


Females within ; and an aged Man ftanding by the Portal, 
im the Attitude of giving Directions to thofe who were go. 

ing uf. 
Alret we had=-been debating among ourfelves for fome 
"Tie, what all thefe Things fhou’d mean; an elderly Per. 
fon, who happen’d to be by, addrefs’d himfelf to us in the 
following manner. ‘* As you are Strangers, ’tis no Won- 
der that you fhou’d be at a Lof to find out the Meaning of 
this Picture ; fince feveral of the Natives of this City them. 
felves.know notthe.true Intent of it: And indeed it was 
not phac’d here by any of our Citizens, but. by a Stranger 
whe vifited thefe Parts feveral Years ago. He was a very 
fenfible Man, and a great Philofopher ; and both in his Con. 
verfation and Practice feem’d to approach nearer to the 
Doétrines of Pythagoras and Parmenides, than to any other 
of our Seéts. te was he who built this Temple, and dedi- 
cated this Pi@ture in it go Saturn.”——H ave you then {een 
the very Perfon who gave it? (faid I,) and was ~ perfon- 
ally acquainted with him ?—*‘* Yes, reply’d he, I was both 
well acquainted with him, and admir’d him very much ; for 
for tho’ hé was rather young, his Converfation was full of 
Wifdom; and, among other Things, I have often heard him 
explaining the Subject of the Picture before us.”—I intredt 
you, cry’d I, if it will not be too troublefome, to acquaint 
us with his Explanation of it, for ’tis what we were al 
longing to know.—** That will be rather a Pleafure than 
any Trouble to me, reply’d the good old Man ; but I ought 
to forewarn you of one Thing before } begin; which is 
this, that the hearing it is not unattended with Danger.”— 
Vhat Danger can there be in that? cry’d L—<¢ It is m 
jefs than this, reply’d he, that if you obferve and follow 
the Leffon that it gives you, it will make you beth wik 
and happy ; but if you neglect it, you will. be moft mifer- 
ble and wretched all your Days. So that the explaining of this, 
is not unlike the Riddle faid ta have been propofed to People 
by the Sphynx, which if the Hearer underftood, he wa 
‘faved ; but if not, he was to be deftroy’d.- It is much the 
fame in the prefent Cafe ; for Ignorance fs gull as dangerous 
in Life, as the Sphynx was fuppofed to be in the Fable 
“Now the Picture before us includes all the DoGrine of whit 
is. good in Life, what is bad, and “what indifferent ; fo tha 
if you fhou’d take it wrong, you will be deftroy’d by it; 
mot indecd all at once, as the People were by that Montter; 
but by little and little, thro’ all the Refidue of your Life, 
as 
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' as thofe are who are given up to be put to Death by. flow 
Tortures: On the contrary, if you underftand it aright, 
8 F then will your Ignorance be deftroy’d, and you will be 
fav’d, and will become happy and bleft for all the reft of 
ome your Days. Do. you, therefore, attend carefully to what I 
Per- F fhall fay to you, and obferve it as you ought.’’-—-O Heavens, 
the F how have you encreafed our longing to hear, what -may be 
fon- F of fuch very great Importance to us!—** It is certainly of 
g of F the greateft that can be, reply’d he.”—Explain it then to us 
em- F immediately, we befeech you ; and be-aflur’d, that we will 
was § jiften to you with all the Care and Attentjon, that a Matter 
nget — which concerns us fo greatly muft demand. , 
very Upon this, taking up a Wand that was placed juft by, 
-on- § and pointing with it to the Picture, ** You fee, fays he, 
the & this grand Inclofure? All this Circuit, is the CrrcUIT oF 
othe F Human Lire; and that great Number of People ftanding 
dedi- before the Portal, are thofe who are to enter into Life. This 
feen § aged Perfon, who ftands by the Entrance holding a Paper 
rfon- & in one of his Hands, and pointing with the other, is the 
both § Genius who diretts all that are going in, what they fhou’d 
3 for BF do after they are enter’d into Life; and fhews them which 
ullof F) Way they ought to take in order to be happy in it.”’— 
| him And which is the Way, interrupted I, that he thews them? 
itreat B® Where is it ?—** On the other Side, before the Portal, con- 
uaint JF tinued he; do you fee that Seat, and the Woman fitting on it, 
e al § with a Cup in her Hand? She who is fo finely drefs’d out, 
than and makes fo fhewy an Appearance.’”’—I fee her, reply’d-l; 
yught and pray, who is fhe ?—‘* That, fays he, is Decear, the 
ch s & Mifleader of Man.”—And what does fhe do there ?—~** As 
they are entering into Life, fhe offers them to drink of her 
is no Cup.”—-And what does her Cup contain ?—‘* Ignorance, 
ollow  reply’d he, and Error; of which when they have drunk, 
wile they enter into Life.””—And do all drink of this Cup '— 
ifera-  “ All, fays he, drink of it; but fome more, and fome lefs. 
‘this, (BA little farther, within the Portal, don’t you fee a Company 
eopk I of loofe Women, with a great deal of Variety in their 

wi & Drefs and Airs ?”—I fee them.—‘* Thofe, fays he, are the 
h the B Opinsons, Destres, and PLEAsURES ; who, as the Mul- 
erous I titude enter, fly to them, embrace them with great Earneft- 
able. § nefs, one by one, and then lead them away with them.”— 
what § And whither do they lead them ?—*‘* Some to the Way of 
) that JB Safety ; and others, to Perdition thro’ their Folly.”’—Ah, 
yy it} | did they drink of that Liquor before they came in !— 








after; BF “ But all of them alike tell thofe whom they are embra- 
Lift, B cing, that they will lead them to what is beft, and will 
as Hh2 make 
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make their Lives quite happy : whilft the new. Comers blind- 
ed by the large Draughts they have taken from the Cup of 
Dece£iT, are incapable of diftinguifhing which: is the true Way 
in Life, and wander about inconfiderately, here and there, 
as you fee they do. “You: may obferve: too, that. they who 
have been in fome Time, go about juft as thefe dircd 
them.’”’— 

They do fo, faid [; but, pray, who is ‘that Woman who 
feems to be both blind and mad, and who ftands on that 
round Stone theref—*+ That, fays he,'is ForRTUNE ; and 
fhe is really not only mad and blind, but deaf. too.””—Wha 
then can her Bulinefs.be?—** She. flies about every where, 
fays-he, and fnatches what he has. from. one, to give it to 
another ; and then takes it'away again from him, to give it 
to a third, without any manner of Meaning, or any De- 

ree of Certainty: which Jatter is very aptly: fignify’d by her 
Figure here.” —How fo? reply’d I—** Why by her ftand- 
ing on that round Stone, fays he, which fhews that there is 
no Stability or Security of her Favours ; as all -who truft to 
her find, by fome great and unexpeéted Fall.’’—And what 
does all that Company about her want of her? And how are 
they called ?—*‘* They, fays he, are’ called, Tue Incon- 
SIDERATES, and are begging for fome of thofe Thing 
which fhe flings about her.’ —And why do they appear with 
fuch a Divertity of Paffions? Some of them as overjoy’d, 
and others as very much diftreft?—** They, fays he, who 
fmile and rejoice, are fuch as have receiv’d fomething from 
her Hands; and thefe cajl her by the Title of Goon For- 
TUNE: and fuch as weep and mourn, are they from whence 
fhe has refum’d what fhe had before giv’n them; and thefe 
call her Bap Forrune.’’—And what is it fhe gives, that 
ghou’d make the former rejoice fo much on the receiving it, 
and the latter lament fo much at the Lofs of it ?-—** All 
thofe Things, fays he, which the greater Part of Mankind 
think good, fuch as Wealth and Glory, and Nobility, and 
Offspring, and Dignities, and Crowns; and all fuch Sort o 
‘Dhings.”"—And are not thefe really good Things ?—** As 
tothat, fays he, we may talk more at large another Time; 
but at prefent, if.you pleafe, let us ftick to: our Piciure. 

You fee then, continued he, after entering this Portal, 
there is another Inclofure, on a rais’d Ground, and_ feverd 
Women ftanding beiure it, drefs’d out too, much like Ladies o 
Pleafure.’—That they are, faid I.—** Of thefe, fays he, 
this is INTEMPERANCE; that Luxury ; this is AVARICE; 
and that other F's.arrery.’’—And what do they ftand pat 
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for ?—** They are waiting, fays he, for thofe who have re- 
ceiv’d any thing from ForTUNE ; and as they mect with 
them, they embrace them with the greateft Fondnefs, and 
attach themfelves to them, and do every thing they can to 
pleafe them, and beg them to ftay with them ; and promife 
them to render their- whole Lives delightful, and eafy, and 
free from all mafiner of Care or Trouble. Now whoever is 
carry’d away by them to what they call the Pleafure of Life, 
will find their Company agreeable to him at firft, whilft 
they are fondling and tickling his Paflions ; but it is foon 
quite otherwife ; for as foon as he recovers his Senfes, he 
‘perceives that he did not enjoy them, but was enjoy’d by 
them ; and that they prey upon him, and deftroy him. And 
when he has, by their Means, confum’d all that he had re- 
ceiv’d from Fortune, then is he oblig’d to become their 
Slave, and to bear all the Infults they are pleafed to impofe 
upon him, and tovyield to all the moft fcandalous Pradtices ; 
‘and in the End, to commit all Sort of Villanies for their 
Sake ; fuch as Betraying, Defrauding, Robbing, Sacrilege, 
Perjury, and the like: and when all thefe fail him, then is 
he given up to PUNISHMENT.’’—And where is fhe?— 
** Don’t you fee there, fays he, a little behind thofe Wo- 
men, a narrow dark Cavern, with a fmall Sort of Door to 
it, and fome miferable Women that appear within, clad 
only in Filth and Rags?”—I do difcern them, faid L— 
«« She of them, fays he, who holds up the Scourge in her 
Hand, is PUNISHMENT ; this, with her Head funk almof 
down to her Knees, is SoRROW : and that other tearing her 
Hair, is ANGuisH oF Minp.”And pray, who is that 
meagre Figure of a Man without ‘any Cloaths on, juft by 
them ?.And that lean Woman, that refembles him fo much 
in her Make and Face ?—** Thofe, fays he, are Repininc, 
and his Sifter Despair. To all thefe is the Wretch I was 
{peaking of deliver’d up, and lives with them in Torments, 
till finally he is caft into the Houfe of Misery ; where he 
pafles all the Remainder of his Days in all fort of Wretched- 
nefs, unlefs, by Charice, REPENTANCE {fhou’d fall in -his 
Way.’’—What happens then? —If Repenrance {fhou’d 
chance te meet with him, fhe will take him out of the evil 
Situation he was in,’ and will place two. different Op1nions 
or Destres before him: the one of thofe which leads to 
True ScrEncE, and the other of thofe which lead to 
ScrENCE falfly fo .called.”— And what then ?—<¢¢ If he 
embraces that which leads to True SciENcE, he is renew’d 
and 
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and fav’d, and becomes a happy Man for all his Days ; but 
if the other, he is bewilder’d again by FAuse ScrENceE.” 

Good Heaven! what a new Danger do you tell me of! 
and pray, which is Fatsz Science ?—‘* You fee that fe- 
cond inclofure? fays he.” —Very plainly—-** And don’t you 
fe: a Woman ftanding without the Inclofure, juft by the 
Entrance into it, of a very ftriking Appearance, and very 
well drefs’d ?’’—As plainly.—** That is the, fays he, whom 
the Multitude, and all the unthinking Part of Mankind, call 
by the Name of Science ; tho’ fhe is really Fatse SciENcE. 
* Now thofe who are fav’d out of the Houfe of Mifery call 

in here, in their Paflage to True Scrence.”’—Is there 
then no other Way to True Science but this?—** Yes, 
fays he, there is.”"—And pray, who are thofe Men that are 
walking to and fro within the Inclofure?—‘* Thofe, fays 
he, who have attach’d themfelves to Falfe Science, miftaking 
her for the Tiue.””"—And what are they ?—** Some of them, 
fays he, are Poets, fome Rhetoricians, fome Logicians, fome 
Students in Mufic, Arithmetic, and Geometry ; Epicureans, 
Peripatetics, Critics, and feveral others of the fame Rank.” 
——And who are thefe Women who feem fo bufy among 
them, and who are fo like INTEMPERANCE, and her Com- 
panions, in the firft Inclofure?—** They are the very fame, 
fays he.”-——Are they then admitted into this fecond Inclo- 
fure ?—** Yes indeed are they, fays he ; but not fo readily, 
or frequently, as in the firft.”-—And the Opinions too? 
*< Undoubtedly, fays he; for the Perfons who belong to 
this Inclofure, have not yet got rid of the Draught which 
they took out of the Cup of Deceit.”—What then, Icno- 
RANCE remains ftill with them '—‘‘ That it does, fays he, 
and FoLiy too; nor ¢an they get rid of the OPINIONS, nor 
all the reft of this vile Train, till they quit Falfe Science, 
and get into the Way of the True, and drink of her puri- 
fying Liquor, and wafh away all the Dregs of the Evils 
that remain in them 3 which that, and that only, is capa- 
ble of doing. Such therefore as fix their Abode with Falfe 
Science will never be deliver’d ; mor can all their Studies 
clear them from any one of thofe Evils.” — 

Which then is the Way to Trug Science ?—** Do 
you fee, fays he, that Place on: high there, that looks fo 
uninhabited ?—I do, faid I—** And do you difcern a 
little Opening between the Rocks, and a fmall Track 
leading to it? which is fcarce beaten, and with very few 
People walking in it, all rough, and ftony, and difficult as 
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it is.”’—I difcern it very plainly.—‘* And don’t you fee a 
high Cliff on the Hill, almoft .inaccefflable, and with ‘Preci- 
pices on each Side of it ??’—-I fee it, faid I.—** That, fays 
he, is the Way which leads to True Scrence.”’—It is 
frightful, cry’d I, only to' look upon it.—‘* And up above 
that Cliff, don’t you fee a large rifing Rock, with Precipices 
all ‘round it ?+I fee it-—‘* Then you fee alfo the two Wo- 
men that ftand upon it, with fo much Firmnefs and Beauty 
in their Make, and how earneftly they extend their Hands.” 
—I.do fo;.and pray, who are they ?—*‘* Thofe two, faid he, 


_are Sifters, and are called TEMPERANCE and PATIENCE.’’-- 


And why do they extend their Hands fo earneftly ?—*« They 
are encouraging, fays he, thofe who are arriv’d to that 
Rock, and call out to them, to be of good Heart, and not 
to defpond ; becaufe they have but a little more to fuffer, 
and then will find the Road all eafy and pleafant before 
them.”’—But how can they ever get up upon that Rock it- 
felf? for I don’t fee ‘any the leaft Path to afcend it by.— 
“ The two Sifters, fays he, defcend to meet them, and 
help them up with them. Then they order them to reft 
themfelves a little, and infpire them with new Strength and 
Refolution, and. promife to conduct them to Trug Science; 
and point out the Way to them, and make them obferve 
how even, and eafy, and charming it is; and how free from 
all manner of Difticulty or Danger, as you fee it reprefented 
here.’’=- How well does it anfwer the Defeription f—* And 
you fee, fays he, before that Grove, the Ground that extends 
itfelf into’a beautiful Meadow, with fuch a lively Light over 
it.”"——Very plainly.—** Then you fee the third Enclofure, 
in the Midft of that Meadow, and the Portal to it?’’—I do 
fo; and pray, what do you call this Place?—** The Habi- 
tation of the Bleft, fays he; for here it is that HAPPINESS, 
and all the Varrugs. dwell.”—What a charming Place, 
try’d I, have they to dwell in!—‘* And do you obferve, 
fays he, the Lady near the Portal, with fo beautiful and 
fteddy a Look; of a middle Age, or rather a little paft it, 
and drefs’d in a plain long Robe, without any the leaft Af- 
fetation of Ornaments? She is ftanding there, not on a 
round Stone, but .a fquare one, firmly fix’d in the Ground; 
and by her are two other Women, who look as if they were 
her Daughters.”"~-They do fo. —‘* Of thefe, the in the 
Midft is Sctence and the other two are Trutn and 
PERsuASION.’’—And why does Science ftand on that {quare 
Stone ?>—** To fignify, that her Ways are Ways of Cer- 
tainty, and that the Prefeats which the gives to thofe that 
arrive 
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arrive to her,, are firm atid Jafting.”’—-And what is it that fhe 
gives to them ?—** Strength, fays.he, and Tranquillity of 
Mind, arifing froma full Affurance, that they fhall never 
undergo any Evil again in their: whole Lives.’’—-O Heavens, 
how: detireable are her Prefénts! But why does. fhe ftand 
thus without the Inclofure ?---** To receive .thofe that ar- 
rive hither, fays he, and give them to. drink of her purify- 
ing Liquor, and to conduct them into the Prefence of the 
Virtugs within, when they are thoroughly cleans’d : by 
it.”’---1 don’t rightly underitand what .you mean by this- 
cleanfing, faid I.---‘* | wilt make that clearer to. you, re=._ 
plied he. Suppofe any Friend of yours was afflicted with 
fome dangerous Fit of Iilnefs; if, he goes to fome know- 
ing Phyfician, and takes what he prefcribes, in order to root 
out the Caufes of his Difeafe, he may be reftor’d to a per- 
fect State of Health; but if he refufes ite take. what .is or- 
der’d him, his Phyfician wil give him up, and leave -him 
ta be deftroy’d by -his Diftemper.’?---That. is clear enough, 
faid I.---«« In the very fame. manner, continued he, when 
any one comes to, ScrENCE, fhe takes him-under her>Care, 
and gives him a Draught of her Cup to cleanfe him, and 
drive out all the noxious Things that are in him.’’---And 
what are thofe noxious Things !---** The Error and Igno- 
sance that-he ‘drank out of the Cup of DeceirT; and his 
Arrogance, and iuuft, and Intemperance, and Anger, and 
Covetoufnefs ; and in fhort, all the evil Impreffions and Ha- 
bits that he had contracted in his Paflage’ thro’ the firft In- 
clofure.”’---And when fhe has cleanfed him -from all. thefe, 
whither does fhe fend him?---** In thro’ that Portal,- fays 
he,i\to KNOWLEDGE, and the other Virtues.’’---And 
where are they ?---‘* Don’t you fee, fays he, within the 
Portal, .a felect Company of Ladies, of fingular Beauty and 
Decency, both in, their Look and Drefs; and in a Word, 
with every Thing» handfome, and nothing affected about 
them ?’’---1 fee them, faid I, and fhould be glad to know 
their Names.---*¢ That, fays he, at the Head .of them is 
KwowLepGE ; and-the reit are all her Sifters, ForTITUDE, 
justice, Honesty, Prupence, Decency, FREEDOM, 
“FEMPERANCE, and CLEMENCY.’’---What Beauties they 
are! cry’d I, and what a longing Defire do they infpire one 
with to. enjoy theis Companies !---** That you may da, 
reply’d-he, if you are wife enough to follow the Way that 
I have fhown you.”---That, faid I, will I ftrive to do as 
far asl am able.---‘* Then, faid he, you will. arrive fafely 
to them.’’---And when_thefe have. receiv’d any. one, = 
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ther do they carry him ’—** To their Mother, reply’d he.”’-- 
And who is fhe ?—** Happrness.”— And where?—** Do 
you fee, faid he, the Way which leads to that high’ Edifice, 
which appears above all the other Rifings of the Mount, 
as a Citadel does above all the Buildings in a City?”—Yes.— 
« And do you fee that compofed, beautiful Lady, fitting on 
a Throne in the Portico to it, with fo eafy and difengag’d 
an Air ; and with that beautiful Chaplet of frefh Flowers 
on her Head >~—How beautiful does it look !—** That, fays 
he, is Happinets.”,—-And when any one arrives to het, what 
does fhe do to him?—** Why Happinefs, faid he, affift- 
ed by all the Virtues, crowns him with her own Influences ; 
in the fame manner as they are crown’d, who have obtain’d 
the greateft Conquefts.””—But what Conquetts, faid I, has 
he obtain’d ?—-** The greateft Conquefts, replied he, and 
over the moft terrible of Monfters, which formerly devour’d 
and tormentéd, and enflaved him. All! thefe has he con- 
quer’d, and driven from him; and is become fo much Ma- 
fter both of himfelf and them, as to make thofe Things 
obey him, which he himfelf obey’d before.”"—I don’t’ yet 
comprehend what Monfters you mean; and fhou’d be very 
glad to know.—** In the firft Place, fays he, his Ignorance 
and Error ; will you not allow them to be Monfters '— Yes, 
teplied 1, and moft dangerous ones too.—* Then, fays he, 
his Sorrows, and Repinings, and Covetings, and Intempe- 
rance, and every Thing that is bad. All thefe has he fub- 
dued, and is not fubdued by them as he ufed to be.”—-O 
lorious Exploits! cry’d I, and moft noble of all Victories! 

t be fo good as to inform me yet farther, what may be 
the Influence of the Crown, with which you were faying he 
was to be crown’d ?—=* It is that which renders him happy, 
replied he: for he who has it once on his Head, immediately 
becomes eafy, and bleft; and does not place his Hopes of 
Happinefs in any Thing without him, but poffeffes it in his 
own Breaft.”’—How defireable is fuch an Acquifition! And 
after he is crown’d, what does he do? or whither does he 
goi——s* The Virtues, fays he, take him and lead him to 
the Place that he had left, and bid him obferve thofe who 
continue there, amidft what Difficulties and Troubles they 
pafs their Time; and how they are fhipwreck’d in Life, or 
wander about in it; or are conquer’d, and led along like 
Capiives, fome by INTEMPERANCE, and others by ARRo- 
GANCE; here by CovetTousness, and there by VAIN- 
GLory, or any other of the Vices: whofe Chains they 


are in vain ftriving to get loofe from, that they might efcape, 
Vor, Il. ie and 
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and get to this Place of Reft: fo that their whole Life feemys 
to be nothing but one ineffectual Struggle. And all this they 
fuffer from their miftaking the right Way, and forgetting 
the Orders given them by the direéting Ge Nius.””—That 
appears to me to be the Cafe; but I don’t fo clearly fee, why 
the Virtues lead the Perfon that has been crown’d, back 
to the Place that he had left.—** Becaufe, fays he, he had 
never ferm’d a full and exact Idea of the Things that paffed 
there; but at beft, had only guefied and doubted about 
them: for from the Draught of Ignorance and Error that he 
had taken at his Entrance, he had imagin’d Things that were 
bad tu be good, and Things that were good to be bad ; b 
which means he had liv’d wretchedly, as indeed all do while 
they are there. But now that he has obtain’d the Know- 
ledge of what is really good, he .can both live happily him- 
felf, and can fee how very unhappy the others are.”’-—~And 
when he has taken a full View there, what docs he do, or 
whither does he go then ?—‘* Wherever he pleafes, fays he, 
for every where is he as fafe as one that is got into the Co- 
rycian Cave; fo that wherefoever he goes, he lives in full 
Sccurity, and Happinefs undifturb’d, and is receiv’d by all 
others, with as much Pleafure as a Phyfician is by his Pa- 
tients.’-—And has he no longer any Dread of thofe Females 
which you called Monfters? Nor any Apprehenfion of being 
hurt by them ?—** Not in the leaft; for he will never any 
more be molefted either by ANGUISH, or SoRRow, or In- 
rEMPERANCE, or COVETOUSNESS, or PovERTY, or any 
other Evil; for he is now Matter of them all, and fuperior 
to every Thing that formerly gave him any Trouble. As 
they who practife the catching of Vipers, are never hurt by 
the Bite of thofe Creatures, which is fo venomous, and even 
mortal to others, becaufe they have an Antidote againft their 
Poifon; fo is he fafe from any Influence of all thefe Evils, 
becaufe he has the Antidote againit them.’”’—That you 
have explain’d to me very well; but I beg you wou’d tell 
me yet farther, who they are that are defcending from the 
middle of the Rock, fome of them crown’d, and with an 
Air of Joy on their Counterances; and others without 
Crowns, that feem to have been rejected, and have the 
Marks of feveral Falls about them, and are follow’d by 
thoie Women.—‘** They, fays he, who are crown’d, are 
fuch as got fafe to ScizNCE, and are delighted with the 
Reception that fhe has given them; and thofe without 
Crowns, who feem to have been rejected by her, and are 
returning in fo bad a Condition, are fuch as found their 

i Hearts 
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Hearts fail them, when they came to the Precipice where 
PATIENCE ftands, and who turn’d back from that Point, 
and are now wandering irregularly they know not whither’’-- 
And who are the Women that are following them?— 
“ They, fays he, are Sorrow and AnGuisH, and De- 
spAIR, and InFamy, and IGnorance.’’—By your Ac- 
count, they are attended by every thing that is bad!— 
“ Undoubtedly fo they are, fays he; but when they are 
ot down into the firft Inclofure, to Vorupruousness and 
Getsebatianes: they don’t lay the Blame on themfelves, 
but immediately fay all the ill Things they can of ScreNcr, 
and of thofe who are going to her; and tell how miferable 
and wretched thofe poor People are, and how much they 
fuffer, who leave the Life they might have enjoy’d below, 
and the good Things beftow’d there.”—And what are the 
good Things which they mean ?—** Luxury and Intempe- 
rance; to fay all in two Words: for to indulge their Paf- 
fions like the brute Beafts, is what they look upon as the 
Completion of all their Happinefs.”-—And thofe other Wo- 
men that are coming down there, who look fo gay and fo 
well-pleafed with themfelves, what are they ?—‘* The Opt- 
ntons, fays he, who after conducting thofe to SciENcR, 
who have gain’d Admiffion to the VIRTUES, are returning 
to bring up others, and to acquaint them how happy thole 
are, whom they have already conducted up thither.”—And 
have they been admitted to the Virtues themfelves ?>—** By 
no means, fays he; for ’tis not allowable for Opinion to 
enter, where KNOWLEDGE has her Dwelling. Their Bufi- 
nefs therefore was only to conduct them to SCIENCE ; and 
when fhe has receiv’d them, they turn back again to bring 
others; like Tranfport Ships, which as foon. as they have de- 
liver’d in one Freight, return for another.” You have now, 
I think, very weil explain’d all the Figures in the Piéture; 
but yon have not yet told us what Directions they were, 
which the Genius at the firft Portal gives to thofe that are 
entering into Life.—‘* He bids them be of good Courage, 
fays he ; wherefore be you alfo of good Courage ; for I will 
tell you the whole, and leave no one Thing unexplain’d to 
you—We fhall be extreamly obliged to you, replicd I— 
On this, he pointed lower again with his Wand, and {faid; 
“Do you fee that blind Woman there, on the round 
Stone, who I told you before was Fortune?” —I fee 
her.—<* As to that Woman, fays he, he orders them not to 
place any Confidence in her, nor to look on any of her 
Gifts as firm, or fecure ; nor to confider them as their Pro- 
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perty ; for there is no hindering her from refuming them, 
and giving them to any Body elfe; and ’tis what fhe is ex- 
treamly apt to do. He therefore orders them to regard all 
her Prefents with Indifference, and not to rejoice if the 
makes tlm any, nor to be dejected tf fhe takes them away, 
and to think sicither well nor ill of her; for. whatever fhe 
does is done without Thought, and all by meer Chance and 
Accident, as I have acquainted you already. ’Tis on this 
Account thatthe Genius commands them, not to attach them- 
fzlves to any thing the can give; nor to be like thofe fimple 
Bankers, who when they have receiv’d any Sum of Money 
in Truft, are apt to be pleafed with it, and look upon it as 
their own ; and when they are called upon to repay it, grow 
uneafy, and think it very hard; not confidering that it was 
depofited in their Hands on that very Condition, that the 
truc Gwners might demand it again whenever they pleated. 
Juft thus the Genius commands Men to look upon all the 
Gifts of Fortune: and to be aware, that fhe may recall 
thein whenever fhe has 2 Fancy to do it; or may fend in 
more, and if fhe pleafes, may refume that and the former 
all together. He therefore commands thofe who are enter 
ing into Life, to receive whatever fhe offers them, and a 
foon as they have receiv'd it, to go on in queft of a more laf. 
ing Acquifition.”— What Acquitition do you mean ? faid I, 
—-** That which they may obtain from SciENCE, fays he, 
if they can arrive fafe to her.’’—-And. what is it that the 
gives thein?—‘* The true Knowledge of what is really 
good, fays he; and the firm, certain, and unchangeable 
Pofieffion of it. He therefore commands them to quit For- 
tune immediately, in Purfuit of this; and when they come 
to thofe Women, who, as 1 told you before, were In TEM- 


PERANCE and VoOLUPTUOUSNESS, to leave them too di-' 


rely, and not to mind whatever they can fay; but to go 
on for the Inclofure. of FALsE SciENCE; there he bids 
them ftay a little while, to get what may be ufeful to them 
on the reft of their Road, and then to leave her directly too, 
and go on for TRue Science. Thefe are the Orders 
which the Genius gives to all that enter into Life ; and 
whocver tranfgrefles or neglects them, will be a miferable 
Wretch. I have now explain’d the whole of the Parable 
contain’d in this Painting; but if you have any particular 
Queftion to afk in relation to any thing that I have faid, | 
am very ready to anfwer it.””-—We are much obliged to you, 
eplied [, and pray then, what is it that the Genius orders 
them to get in the Inclofure of Science, fallly fo called f= 

«< What- 
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Whatever may be of ufe to them.”——And what is there 
there, that may be of ufe to them? —‘‘Literature, (fays 
he;) and fo much of the Sciences, as Plato fays, may. 
ferve People in the beginning of their Lives.as a Bridle, to 
keep them from being drawn away by idler Purfuits.”~—And 
ig it neceflary for .all, who would arrive at True Sci- 
ence, to do this ?—*‘No, fays he, itis not neceffary, but 
it may be ufeful ; tho’ in truth, thefe things themlelves 
do not contribute towards making them the better Mcn.”"— 
Not contribute at all towards making them better ! —‘*Noe at 
all, fayshe; for they may be as good without them, And 
yet they are not wholly unufetul ; for they may . fome~ 
times help us,‘as Interpreters do, to th. Meaning, of aLanguage 
we don’t underftand: . But after all, ‘tis better to underftanad 
the Language ourfelves, than to have any need of an Inter-, 
preter; and we may be good, without the Affiftance of Learn- 
ing.’ —In what then have the Learned any Advantage over 
others, towards becoming better Men ?—‘* Why do you ima- 
gine they fhould have any Advantage, reply’d he; fince you 
fee they are deceiv’d like others, asto what is-good of bad s 
and continue to be as much involved in all manner of Vices ? 
For there is nothing that hinders a Man, whois a’ Mafter of 
Literature, and knowing jn all the Sciences, from being at 
the fame time a Drunkard, or Intemiperate, or Covetous, or 
Unjuft, or Villainous, or in one Word, Imprudent in all his 
Ways.” —’Tis true, we fee tdo many Inftances of fuch.— 
Of what Advantage then is theit Learning, .toward making 
them better Men ? —You have made it appear, faid I, that 
it is of none ; but pray what is the Realom of # ?—*The Rea- 
fon, fays he, is this: “Fhat when they axe got into the fecond 
Inclofure, they fix there as if they were arriv’d at True Science. 
And what can they get by that? (added he) fince we fee fe- 
veral Perfons, who go on directly from INTEMPERANCE, and 
the otherVicEs in the firft Inclofure, to the Inclofure of True 
SCIENCE; without ever calling in, where thefe. learned. Perfons 
have taken up their Abode. How then can the Learned be faid 
to have any Advantage over them? On the Contrary, they 
are lefs apt to move, of to be inftru€ted, than the* former.” — 
How can that be ?. faid 1—**Becaufe,.fays. he, they who are 
in the fecond Inclofure, not to mention any other of their 
Faults, at leaft profefs to know, what they do not know: 
fo that they aquiefce in their Ignorance, and have no Motive to 
ftir them up toward the feeking of TRur Science. Befides, 
do you not obferve another thing ; that the Opinrons, from 
the frft Inclofure, enter in among thein, and converfe with 

them 
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them, as freely as with the former ? So that they are not at all 
even better than them ; unlk-fs REPENTANCE fhou’d come 
to them, and fhou’d convince them, that it is not Scrence 
that they have been embracing all this while; but only the 
falfe Appearance of her, which has deceiv’d them. But 
while they continue in the fame Mind they are in, there is 
no Hope left for them. Toclofe all, my Friends, what | 
would entreat of you is, to think over every thing I have 
faid to you, to weigh it well in your Minds, and to praétife 
accordingly. Geta Habit of doing right, whatever Pains it 
coft you ; and let no Difficulties deter you, in the way to 
Virtue: Account every thing elfe defpicable, in comparifon 
of this. Then will the Leflon that I have taught you, prove 
a Leffon of Happinefs to your felves.””—May we all ufe 
eur utmoft Endeavours to make it fuch ! 





T 


4n ODE in Praise of a Country Lirr, 
In Imitation of HORACE, Epod. Il. 


Beajus ille, qui procul negotiis, &c. 


I. 


APP Y the Man ! like thofe of old, 
Who tills his Lands, from Bus’nefs free : 
Difcharg’d from Cares of anxious Gold, 
And ev’ry Branch of Ufury. 


II. 


He fleeps, nor dreads th’ Alarm of War ; 
Nor akes his Heart, remote from Port : 
Deals not tir’d Juftice from the Bar ; 


Nor daigles for a Place at Court. 


Ill. 


At leifure, the tall Elm he gives 
To the fond fruitful Vine’s Embrace ; 
Prunes barren Branches off, and weaves, 
The bearing Shoots to fill their Place. 
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IV. 


Now, fcatter’d thro’ the Vale, he fees 

His wand’ring Herds, their Lowing hears ; 
Now ftores the Plunder of his Bees; 

Now his Sheep’s woolly Burthen fhears. 


V. 
Its Golden Head when Autumn rears, 
With Plenty crown’d, of Fruits profufe ; 


He gathers pleas’d th’ ingrafted Pears, 
And fucks the Grape’s nectareous Juice. 


VI. 
With thefe the Vicar’s Bleffings buys, 
Or bribes the Squire to fpare his Mound. 


Now to his Oaks for Shade he flies ; 
Now bafking on the Grafs is found. 


VIL. 


Down the fteep Falls the Waters fide, 
Warble the Songfters of the Buth ; 
While guggling Springs the Pebbles chide, 

And all to pleafing Slumbers hufh. 


VIL. 
When Winter gives the Tempefts Birth, 
And Froft and Cold contrac the Day ; 
His Hounds the wily Vixen earth, 
Or faithful Setters point the Prey. 


IX. 


Springes for Hares or Woodcocks fets, 
Buying cheap Health and grateful Stores. 
Midft fuch Delights, who not forgets 
The many Plagues of loofe Amours ? 
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X. 


Or fhould a Dame employ her Care 

‘About the’ Houfe, difcreet, ° homefptin ; 
Such as our pradent Grannams were, 

Who grudg’d- not Toil, and fac’d the Sun 


XI. 


On the pil’d'Hearth with chearful Heat 
When the her tir’>d Good-Man relieves ; 

Pens her: fed Flocks, and drains the Teat 
Big-fwol’n, which copious Tribute gives : 


XII. 
Taps her rich Mead, or nappy Ale; 
Or fpreads her Board with Meats unbought : 
He fcorns the Turtle’s Coat of Mail, 
Or fcarlet Fith from China brought : 


XIII. 
The ftranger Rail, or Ortelan, 
No Tafte fo exquifite can yield, 
As Fruit when pluck’d with his own Hand, 
Or wholfome Sallads from the Field: 


XIV. 
Or the fat Chine when Harveft’s o'er; 
Or Poultry refcu’d from the Fox. 
What Joy, at Night, whem round his Door 
Bleat his full‘fed returning Flocks! 


XV. 
The weaty Steer he fees advance, 
Draggingith* inverted Plough : well-pleas’d, 
Round the' clean Hearth, where A%ab might dance, 
His Bumipkins laugh, fronr Foil releas’d. 


P ad 


XVI. 











Littrary and Hiftorical Recister, 249 

























XVI. 
Thus Vultur fpoke. A Farm’s refolv’d ; 
Eager he-calls his Moneys in : 
But chang’d, before the Moon revolv’d, 





Looks out for Mortgages again. 





TO THE 
Memory of LUCY LYTTELTON, 


Daughter of HuGH Fortescue of Filleigh, 
in the County of Devon, Efq; 
Father to the prefent Earl of CLinron, 
By Lucy his Wife, 

The Daughter of MatrHew Lord AYLMER, 
Who departed this Life the rgth of January, 1746-7, 
Aged Twenty-niné, 

Having employ’d the fhort Term affign’d to her here 
In the uniform Practice of Religion and Virtue.’ 


Made to Engage all Hearts, and Charm all Eyes ; 
Tho’ Meek, Magnanimous ; tho’ Witty, Wife; 
Polite, as all her Life in Courts had been; 

Yet Good, as fhe the World had never feen. 

The noble Fire of an exalted Mir, 

With gentleft Female Tendernefs combin’d : 

Her Speech was the melodious Voice of Love, 

Her Song the Warbling of the Vernal Grove ; 
Her Eloquence was fweeter than her Song, 

Soft as her Heart, and as her Reafon ftrong ; 

Her Form each Beauty of her Mind expretft, 

Her Mind was Virtue by the Graces ¢reft. 





VI. 












v Kk FAB. 


ov. III. 
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F AB. XIII. 
CERVUS CICOUR. 


Innulus oberrans per dumeta faltuum 
H Heret, retentus in virgultis cornua ; 
ubulcus hunc miferé impeditum confpicans, 
Refte fuperinducta capiti, cepit ferum ; 
Tutumg; nexis implicatum vinculis, 
Eum tulit letus Domino munufculum. 
Quid nummuli remunerat officium ; fatis 
Arrifit & Hero donum, & merces Ruttico, 
Adfertur in confpectu Cervus conjugis, 
Humanior virum quz pro vita rogat : 
Cutis & O (inquit) dulces maculate notas ! 
Nil mollius vidi unquam, nil venuftius ! 
Jam clauftra ftabuli intra, manumiffus delitet ; 
Fugitq; vel homine vifo: animi fidentior 
Mox confpicit eos, & fe patitur confpici. 
Siccantia ad folem nunc manducat lintea ; 
Peplumgq; vel tiaram prandet improbus, 
Panemgq; furripit filio heri infantulo ; 
Et pofcit importunus familiam cibos. 
Propinquior mox accedit, vel ambiens 
Solatium ultro colla palpantis manis , 
Palmafq; edule an quid fit, tentat fingulas. 
Abigifne ? libratis, repulfa nefcius, 
Lafciva przlia ftatim renovat cornibus : 
Et quem modo metuit hominem, habet defpectui. 
Agreftis haud fecus Virgo vacillat animi, 
Cum purpuratum prima fpectat Militem ; 
Obtecta vultum fecreto latet angulo ; 
Mox aureas procul intuetur fimbrias : 
Nunc expedita metu haud horrefcit impetum ; 
Tenaciorem at potius follicitat manum, 
Et ludit illius ulnis exultim, lubens ; 
Jam publici juris fit, delicie agminum, 
Caftrifq; paflim militat falacior. 
Ufus pudorem vincit {cilicet, & metum. 
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Gay’s Fasces, XIII. 
Th TAME STAG. 


The Branches held his Antlers faft ; 

A Clown, who faw the Captive hung, 
Acrofs the Horns his Halter flung. 
Now fafely hamper’d in the Cord, 
He bore the Prefent to his Lord : 
His Lord was pleas’d; as was the Clown, 
When he was tipt with half a Crown. 
The Stag was brought before his Wife, 
The tender Lady bege’d his Life. 
How fleex’s the Skin ! How fpeck*d like Ermine ! 
Sure never Creature -was fo charming ! 

At firft within the Yard confin’d, 
He flies, and hides from all Mankind ; 
Now bolder grown, with fixt Amaze 
And diftant Awe prefumes to gaze, 
Munches the Linnen on the Lines, 
And on a Hood or Apron dines; 
He fteals my little Mafter’s Bread, 
Follows the Servants to be fed. 
Nearer and nearer now he ftands 
To feel the Praife of patting Hands, 
Examines ev’ry Fift for Meat, 
And though repuls’d difdains Retreat ; 
Attacks again with levell’d Horns, 
And Man, that was his Terror, fcorns. 

Such is the Country Maiden’s Eright, 
When firft a Red Coat is in Sight. 
Behind the Door fhe hides her Face, 
Next time at Diitance eyes the Lace ; 
She can now all his Terrors ftand, 
Nor from his Squeeze withdraws her Hand: 
She plays familiar in his Arms, 
And ev’ry Soldier hath his Charms ; 
From Tent to Tent the fpreads her Flame ; 
For Cuftom conquers Fear and Shame. 


A S a young Stag the Thicket paft, 


Kk 2 
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An Excellent new Batrav in Praife of a certain youn 
Lady, that liv’d not many Years ago near Charing. 
Crofs. 


J, 


F all the Femalesin the Town 
For Beauty, Wit, and Fancy, 
‘There’s none that ftrikes me to the Heart 
Like my little dear Chimpanze. 


Il, 


The Maids of Honour, fo renown’d, 
Are fomething like a Tanfy ; 

Yet want the Chaftity and Mein 
Of my pretty dear Chimpanze. 





Il. 


Take all the Girls in all our Street, 
oll, Bridget, Peg or Nancy; 
Lord ! which of them is half fo fweet 

As my charming dear Chimpanze ? 


IV. 


There’s ne’er a Milier’s Daughter fair 
(All England o’er and France fee ') 

Whatever Grift comes to her Mill, 
Can vie with my Chimpanze. 


V. 


Your Fanny Knapps and Molly Maggs, 
No Charms have, thatI can fee, 

To make their Ladythips compare 
With my pretty dear Chimpanze. - 
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VI. 
Their little Flirts, and {mirking Airs 
Are all fo very tranfi- 
Tory ; but there’s a conftant Smile 
In my little dear Chimpanze. 
VIL. 


Turn, turn thy Face, my charming Fair, 
And let me have a Glancé ; 

For by your Shape and Gait, I ween, 
You muft be my Chimpanze. 


Vil. 


Hence to the Tavern let us go, 
And take a Cup of Nantz—e ; 
Then t’other Cup, and t’other Towze, 
With my little dear Chimpanze. 


IX. 


By Love and Liquor thus infpir’d, 
Perhaps another Stanz--e 

May pop into the Poet’s Head, 
In praife of’s dear Chimpanze. 


ODE VERNALIS. 
Ad Amicum Oxonienfem. 


URAS Lyzus jam mihi difcutit 
Raptim ; nec aurum (fuaviter infolens) 
Vocale de myrto recufo 
Vellere, liberiore dextra, 
Et quis vetabit quo minus audeam 
Lufus amico mittere cum joco? 
Ridere mens eft : terra ridet : 
Ipfa Venus negat effe triftis. 
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Jucunda Vertis Diva! Quid amplius 
Rugz juvabunt ? Verficoloribus 
En Maiius alis raptus affiat 
Letitiam genialis aure. 
Amice ! (blando hoc nomine te vocem /) 
Amice ! cum quo fepe per Ifidis 
Errare fylvas, nuncque cantu 
Nuncque mero licuit morantis 
Duxiffe foles in Thetidis toros, 
Sylvane ! quz te gaudia floreis 
Cingunt coronis? quaque molles 
Nympha caput lepidum remulcet 
Inter lacertos? Num Charitum chorus, 
Chorufve Pindi tempora dividit ? 
Sunt ambo grati : menfe Maii 
Quin Charites melius colantur. 
Nunc dulce pictis defipere in toro 





Herbis tumenti, vivus ubi tremor 
Splendefcit unde ; fi Pocte 
Sique aderint, mea cura, Mufez. 
Adfit Jocorum grata protervitas, 
Thalia pleno quos tibi depluit 
Cornu : nec abfit Bacchus, uvzx, 





Evohe ! purpureus magitter. 
HANDALUs omnes tendere barbiti 
Nervos laboret : nec fileat placens 


Tantha cantu, dum jocofo 
Tangit ebur geniale pleétro. 
Audite, czli ! num modulaminis 
‘Tales triumphos aula refert Jovis 
Stellata ? f{phzrarumve tales 
Lucidus & numerofus ordo ? 
O lene murmur ! cum Venus aurea 
Inire fomnos, ftrata rofis, parat, 
Melofque pofcit : talis aura 
Idalias tremit inter umbras. 
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Quz flamma venis pafta ! potentibus 
Succumbo victus blanditiis lyre : 
Succumbo victus.voce, vultu, 
Crine nigro, niveoque collo. 
Sic prata favis florea folibus 
Oppreffa languent. Ferte cito, precor, | 
Lenimen zgro ; ferte rores 
Mercaril medicos, fodales ! 
Fruftra: nec unquaum MetTcCAFir manus 
Extinguet ignes, doéta licét, meos : 
Sylvane, nec lenire flammas 
Ingenii potis unda veftri. 





LITERARY MEMOIRS. 


Apologia Chryfopaie, five Sophie cum Moria Certamen. 
That is, 


An Apology for the Hermetic Science, or the Duel between 
Science and Folly. 4to. 357 Pages. 















HIS is the ‘Title of a Book printed in Latin and Italian, 
and is generally fuppofed to have been executed at 
Venice, but was never publithed ;. there are Manufcript Copies 
handed about in almoit all Languages, but the Perfon from 
whom my Intelligence comes, fuppofes it to have been writ- 
ten originally in the German ‘Tongue, by a Gentleman of 
the Name of Schonveldt. \t is 4 Work of great Elegance 
and Learning, and contains a very curious and well-written 
Defence of Alchemy, or, as others call it, the Hermetic 
Science. It is generally believed that it was penned with the 
Affiftance of the ableft Patrons of that Art, becaufe 
Copies of it are to be met with in moft of the Countries 
of Europe but in a few Hands only ; and thofe who are 
pofleffed of them, never part with or lend thém but for a 
very few Days, and under the ftrangeft Affurances of their 
not being tranfcribed. ‘This is the Relation given by a Gen- 
tleman 


| 
| 
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tleman of fome Rank in the Jearmed World, who Was al- 
low’d to read this Work entirely over, and who judges that it 
is no Breach of Promife. to give the Public this kind of Notice, 
that fuch a Work there is, and of the Plan upon which it is 
written. At his Requeft, and in Hopes that it may be fa- 
vourably received by the ‘Lovers’ of curious and abftrufe 
Learning, it was held reafonable-to give his Abftra@.a Place 
in the Adufeum. What follows therefore is.in the: Words of 
the Perfon who communicated this Account, and therefore 
he only is anfwerable for it to the Reader. 

There have been always warm: and high Difputes between 
the Admirers of, and Enemies to the Hermetic Science ; the 
former elevate it above all Branches of- human Knawledge, 
and fpeak of it in fuch Terms of Rapture and Enthufiafm, 
as naturally aftonifh Men of cooler Underftandings; where- 
as the latter run it down with fuch Vehemence and Difdain, 
that it is evident they do not confider it as any Science at all, 
but rather as Sophiftry, Cant and Craft. The Author of 
this Difcourfe declares, that his fole Motive in writing it, is 
the Defence and Explanation of Truth, which is the Reafon 
that he ftiles his Book an Apology; and the preventing falfe 
Science from getting the better of the true by Dint -of bold 
and. confident. Pretences, which is the Reafon of the fecond 
Part of his Title. ‘The difcuffing thefe Points, and the fet- 
ting in a full and fair Light the Excellency of free. Inquiry 
and candid Examination for attaining ufeful and folid Know- 
ledge, is the Bufinefs of his Introduction. In which he de- 
livers incidentally abundance of curious Obfervations, fome 
hiftorical Circumftances relative to. learned Men, which are 
wholly new, and many entertaining and inftructive Paiflages, 
which tho’ they fall in very naturally as one reads them, 
yet are fuch as would fcarce have been look’d for or expected 
in a Book of this Kind, which is certainly very well calcu- 
lated to poflefs the Minds of young Students with a high Opi- 
nion of this Art, and to fofcen if not obliterate the Preju- 
dices which Men of riper Years and more. mature Judg- 
ment, have unwarily entertained acainit, the Hermetic Science, 
which he fays ought to be no more hurt in its Reputation 
by Pretenders, than Phytic is difcredited by Quacks, or Re- 
ligion by Hypocrites. The Introduction is copious, and fo 
is the Conclufion, in which is contain’d an admirable Sum- 
mary of the whole, which is a very regular Performance, di- 
vided into five feveral Books; in which he very methodically 
handles every thing relating to his Subject, in a manner fo 
clear gnd intelligible, and interfpe:fed with fo many ufeful and 
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pleafant Remarks, that though his Book is large, yet it is 
impoflible for any Man of Senfe and Learning to think it 
tedious, or mot wifh the giving it a fecond Reading ; tho’ 
perhaps this may alfo.in fome mieafure arife from the great 
Caution that thofe People ufe who are ‘in Poffeffion of it; and 
which it is'very poffible they do not ule without having fome 
View of this ‘Kint that by “making the Perufal of it ‘fo 
preat a Favour, they may ratfe the Credit and Efteem ‘of the 
Piece itfelf. ? But to give the Reader a competent Idea of this 
fingular Body of Science, the eafieft Method will be to fhow 
the Subje€t and Diftribution of ‘each of the five Books into 
which it is divided, 

The firft Book*is entituled, Of Nature and Ari ; and the 
Author obferves, ‘that what we ftile Nature may with great 
Stritnefs ‘and Propriety be confider’d as the Art or Wit. 
dom of God; ahd that what we call Art, is no more than 
the Imitation of ‘the’ Wifdom of God, fo far as it can be 
reached or imitated by the limited Nature of Man. He de« 
cares that in«advancing this, he'is*very far from defiring 
to play upon’ Words, and that he is fo far from doing it, 
that he makes Ufe'of ‘thefe Definitions purely to thew how 
far Nature and Art may be the fame, and wherein they dif- 
fer. He obferves: next, that the Works of Nature, or ra- 
ther of God, fimply confider’d, are infinitely fuperior, and 
cut of all Comparifon more perfect than any thing that can 
be contrived by the Wifdom, or executed by the Power of 
Man. Bat he next obferves, that in regard to the Opera- 
tions or Laws of Nature, as they are generally called, many 
preat Miftakes are made for want of duly confidering the 
Relation between the human Nature and the Nature of other 
Things to theit common Source, the divine Wifdom and 
Power. He difcourfes then at large of Reafon, Inftin@, and 
Mechanifm, and fhows how far the firft exceeds the two lafts 
and from thence how rational it is to believe, that the Fa- 
culties of the human Mind may influence, and have Domi- 
nion over thofe Things that are inferior to them in Nature. 
In treating this Subject, he examines very largely the Power 
of Inftinét over inanimate Things; and having fhown the 
Truth of this by a Multitude of Inftances as well as yd 
ments, he then proves the Superiority of Reafon over In- 
ftin&t, and from thence deduces his Conclufion, that the in- 
teliectual Faculties of Man give him a very high and very 
extenfive Dominion over the inanimate Parts of the Crea- 
tion; fo that tho’ Nature, taken in one Senfe, is beyord 
Comparifon more powerful than Art, yet Art in another 
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Senfe is much fuperior to Nature. . He-.illuftratesythis by < 
great Number of Inftances and Experiments, and fupports jt 
from the Authorities of the wifeft and. moft learned Men. jn 
all Ages ; and ends this Book with a very judicious Remark, 
that there can be nothing fo prejudicial to true Science, ‘3 
the fetting up falfe Boundaries to the Influence or Extent of 
Reafon, or pretending to limit the Faculties of the Mind, 
and relbrain that Power which the divine Will and Wifdom 
has beftowed om the human Race over the. reft of the Works 
of Nature. 

The ‘Title of his fecond Book is Of true and falfe Science; 
anid in handling this Subject, his great Aim is to fhow tha 
Truth is either fupernatural or natural ; the former he sefers 
to Revelation, and the latter to Experiment. He infifts pretty 
largely on the former, but in a Manner altogether new and 
fingular ; for he confiders Revelation in, a Philofophic Light, 
joel very fully fhews the great Advantages that Mankind 
have derived from thence in the Purfuit of their Studies. He 
obferves, that all falfe and fabulous Religions, as they were 
deftructive of Morality, fo they were injurious to real Know- 
ledge, by propagating Superftition, which, , as he obferver, is 
in its Nature the worlt, and in its Confequences. the mot 
dangerous kind of Ignorance. He remarks, that it is a fun 
damental Maxim of revealed Religion, that the nobleft Wor- 
fhip, that can be offer’d to the Deity, is the inquiring into, 
and admiring the infinite Perfections. of his Nature, exprefled 
in the Works of the Creation; and the-imitating,: as far as 
in our Power lies, his Wifdom, in turning thofe. Works of 
his to our own Benefit, and diffufing the Advantages derived 
from thence amongft our fellow Creatures; whence he in- 
fers, that the wifeft and moft beneficent of Men are the 
beft. In reference to Experiment, he makes it the Bafis of 
all Learning, and fays, that fuch Syftems as are raifed from 
the Confideration, and reducing into Order of a Variety of 
Experiments carefully made, is properly ftiled an Art, and will 
be always found uniform and the fame ; whereas Hypothefes, 
or Doétrines arifing from Conjectures, are always in Part and 
fometimes in the Whole groundlefs and vifionary. He clofes 
this Book with running a Parallel between Superftition in 
Religion, and Hypothefis in Philofophy ; and fhews, that 
each in its kind is falfe Science, or what with greater Pro- 
priety might be ftiled the higheft Degree of Folly, or fuper 
lative Ignoranice. 
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fi the third Book he difcourfes Of the Generatiom, Grada- 
tion, and Perfection of Things. In this Part of his Work he 
undertakés'to prove the Antiquity of the Hermetic Philofo- 
phy, and’that it is founded in, and agreeable to Nature; 




















of § whereas the other Syftems that have prevailed are meer In- 
d, vention, -which, as they want Solidity and Truth, may: en- 
i able Men to fpeak much, and muft incline them to eternal 





Wranglings and Difputes, without affording them the Power 
éf doing any thing confiderable. He endeavours to make it 
appear, that the feveral Branches of Learning, and all the 
curious Arts in which the Greeks ag@d Romans excell’d, were 
derived to them by the Ea/fern Sages, who were bred up in 
the Knowlédge and Praétice’ of the Hermetic Science, He 
fhows the Folly of the two Doétrines of a perpetual Muta- 
tion of Things fubfifting from all Eternity; and of the Epi- 
curean Notion, that Matter in Motion is the Source or all 
we fee and feel. He obferves that equivocal Generation was 









































m¢ § a Point almoft univerfally received by the Learned (the Her- 
W- & metic Philofophers only excepted) and was firft brought in- 
¢ to Diferedit, and then abfolutely exploded by repeated Ex- 
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periments. From which he concludes, that thofe Philofophers 
deferve the higheft Efteem, who ftill preferved the true Prin 
ciples of Wifdom, while all the reft of the World were in 
Darknefs; and taught their Difciples clearly, that every thing 
rofe from its proper Seed, augmented by its proper Ali- 
























% § ment, and in due time acquired that Degree of Perfection 
of which beft fuited with its Nature. He afterwards enters into 
ved BF avait Variety of Inftances explanatory of his Syftem, in 
r which he lays it’-down as certain, that without its own 
t 





Sperm or Seed nothing generates or produces its Kind; that 
without its proper Padu/um nothing can be enlarged or in- 














om § creafed; and that nothing reaches its higheft State of Perfe- 
of § dion without producing its proper Sperm or Seed for the 
vill & Propagation “of its own Species. Ant laft of all he gives a 
(es, J general View of the World, aid of all Things therein, 
and under the four Heads of the Rational, Animal, Vegetable, 
ofes BF and Mineral Kingdoms; and takes a great deal of Pains to 
i § develope the Generation and Perfection of cach in its Kind, 
hat J as well as to-fhow the Power of Man over cach of the other’ 
‘ro- & three Kingdoms. °° 
rer His fourth ‘Book contains The Hiftory of Tranfmutation, 
which he + tiara Refuting what he calls a vulgar Error, that 
la no one Thing: éari\ be ‘changed into another Thing. He 





qblerves, that if this ‘was true, there could be no fuch Thing 
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a; Generation and Corruption in the World ; that Variety 
would be banifhed out of the Univerfe ; and then he proves 
from Reafon and Experience, that any one Thing may be 
changed into any other Thing ; that Animals, by feeding ci. 
ther upon other Animals or Vegetables, convert them into 
their own Nature, and cre themfelves afterwards corrupted 
into other Things ; that Vegetables convert Humidity into 
their own Subftance, and thrive and flourifh by the Juices 
they extract. He then comes to Metals and Minerals, the 
Growth of which he demonftrates, and. this he refers to 
their affimilating other Sybftances into their own Nature, | 
by Means of a certain fpermatic Power.in their firft Princi- 
ciples. He then difcourfes of the Capacity of Mankind, in 
breeding, feeding, altering the Size, and otherwife changing 
the Nature of Cattle. He infifts next on the ordering 
of Grain, and the multiplying of it by various Methods; 
the tranfplanting of Flowers and Fruits from one Soil and 
Climate to another, the changing of thzir Colour, Smell, 
and Tafte, and various other Things of a like Nature ; from 
whence he argues, that if Men have really this Power ove 
the Animal and Vegetable, it is to be prefumed, that they are 
not at all reftrained from working in the like manner on the 
Mineral Kingdom. He affirms, that Nitre may be produced 
and cultivated. He obferves, that there is a kind of vegeta 
tive Power plainly diftinguifhable in the richer kind of Me- 
tals. He digreffes next into the Art of making Brafs, by 
mixing the Lapis Calaminaris with Copper, which produces 
an artificial Metal, altogether diftin@ from thofe produced by 
Nature; and gives us a very curious Ipftance of the Pol- 
fibility of impregnating Silver with Gold by the Addition of 
Lapis Calaminaris, which he affures us is a very low Branch 
of the great Art of the Hermetic Philofophers. He con- 
cludes this Book with an allegorical Hiftory of the great Se- 
cret ; from which it appears, that in his Opinion the Seed of 
Gold may be extracted or feparated, its fpermatic Quality 
greatly heighten’d, and bafe Metals fo difpofed as to be 
wrought upon by this vivifying Ferment, fo as ta be con 
verted, not into the Sperm, but Rody of the purer Metal, 
according to what is laid down in the genuine ks of the 
Adepts in the Science of Alchemy, He thews, by explaining 
two or three of the moft confiderable Treatifesin that Science, 
that though their Principles feem to be varjous, yet in Rea- 
lity they are at the fame. He points out the Reafons why 
thefe Writers are obliged to have Recourfe to. Allegories, 
and whence the Varicty of thofe Allegories arife ; how eal 
K 
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it is for bafty and defultory Readers to fall into Miftakes ; 
and how very difficult, without the Affiftance of an Adept, 
for even. the moft penetrating Genius to fee through the 
whole Myftery. He gives abundance of Reafons why this Art 
has been always coniined to a few, and is fo like to conti- 
nue ; and why fuch as have applied themfelves to this Study 
in vain, have endeavoured fometimes to decry it as fictitious 
and fallacious, and at others to pretend to a Knowledge they 
never attained, and in Confequence of it fetting up for 
Cheats. 

The laft Book contains The Hiffory of the ADEPTs, in 
which he gives us fuccinétly the Memoirs of ninety-five Per- 
fons of feveral Ages aud Countries, who have poflefied the 
Hermetic Science in its utmoft Perfection, befides others 
whom he mentions as having either attained only to fome 
Branch of this great and extenfive Art, or by fome Means 
or other have obtained Parcels of the tranfmuting Powder, 
by which they have been enabled to give the World con- 
vincing Specimens that fuch an Art there really is, though 
they were not able to teach it. His Conclufion is a very pa- 
thetic Exhortation to the Jearned World, to forbear inju- 
tious Reflections upon this Science, and upon its Profeffors, 
as tending to leflen the Induftry of Mankind in ufeful In- 
a and exploding the Principles of true Science under 

retence of hindering Men from being led away by Delv- 
fion, which (he fays) is never fatal to any but thofe who are 
unworthy of the Science, and who meet with the juft Pu- 
nifhment of their bafe and avaritious Views in the Difap- 
pointment of their Labours. To ftrengthen this Argument, 
he obferves, that the moft able, the moit inquifitive, and the 
moft judicious of our modern Chymifts, though they never 
reached to the Poffeflion of the Art, have fpoken very 
favourably of Tranfmutation; and he inftances Boyle, 
Boerhaave, and Hombergh : Whence he infers, that as in all 
other Matters of Literature, fuch as have none or but a ver 
fuperficial Tinéture, depend upon the Authorities of thofe who 
had given the World many end conyincing Proofs of their 
Proficiency ; fo in refpect to this, it is much fafer and 
wifer to rely on the Judgments of Men, equally famous for 
their Experience, Capacity, and Candour, than upon thofe 
who have much ory Notions of Things ; and who to 
fupply their own Want of real and folid Tcarning, are for 
limiting the Skill of others, and laughing out of Credit with 
the World every- fort of Science, which through Want of 
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Abilities or Application they defpair of attaining. Such is 
this curious, though hidden Treatife ; of which if 3 you publith 
this Abftract to the World, it will give Pleafure to many, 
and juft Offence to none, 





HISTORICAL MEMOIRS. 


The Political Interefts and Commercial Conneétions of the 
Kingdom and Inhabitants of SP AIN, impartially 
Stated , and the Meafures.of the Court, fince the Accef: 
fefion of the Houfe of BOURBON to that 
Throne, and their Confequences, freely and candidly 
confidered. 


T the Conclufion of the Peace of Utrecht, when. the 
Title of Philip V. as King of Spain, and the Indies was 


acknowledged by the high Allies, there were two kinds of 
Securities ‘taken, for preventing thofe mifchievous Confe- 

quentes,which were but too juftly apprehended from the leav- 
ing fuch vaft Dominion in the Hands.of the younger Branch 
of a Family already become too powerful, and too formida- 
ble in refpect to the reft of age The firft of thefe was 
the Renunciations made by K. Philip, and. the Princes of his 
Family, to the Succeffion of the Crown of France in favour 
of the Houfe of Orleans ; and the other, the yielding Gibral- 
tar and the Ifland. of Minorca to.the Crown of Great Bri- 
tain in the Nature of Cautionary Places, orSecyrities for thé 
Performance of what. was ftipulated by that ‘Treaty. This 
was then held neceffary on both Sides; for as the, Allies very, 
juftly dreaded the tao clofe Conjunétion of the Crown of 
France and Spain, fo the Spaniards themfelyes were very fen- 
fible of the Inconvenijencies refulting from their Dependence 

upon that Crown; and were defirous enough of being freed 
from them for the prefent, and fecured.again{ft them for, the 
future ; and all this very plainly appeared, ‘from the Readinef&S 
with which they came into giving thofe Renunciations the moft 
folemn Sanction, that it was in their Power, as a Nation tq 
S ‘ve, 
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it~ was the-Intereft alfo of the Royal Family, the Miniftry 
and the People of Spain,’ to have adhered religioufly .to this 
‘Treaty, and to have been content with every thing that-was 
itipulated therein and thereby, It was this that fecured. the 
Dignity of King PAilip, and;made him truly a King, and 
not a Vice-Roy,: It wasthis that put it in the Power of -the 
Spanifh. Miniftry, to reform the Diforders.in, and to ré- 
ftoreithe Credit.and Force.of the Kingdom, and it was this 
that enabled the People to reap the Pleafures and Profit. of 
Peace, ‘and the Advantages fecured to them by the fole Pof- 
feffion ; of the Jydies, which they had_ never pofleffed in fo 
great. Tranquillity before, . But it very quickly appeared, that 
as clear and as felf-evident as thefe Maxims were, they had 
no great Influence on any of the Parties concerned. His Ca- 
tholick Majefty was entirely governed by his Grandfather as 
Jong as he lived ; and after his. Deceafe, he- turned his Views 
fo thoroughly toward his native Country, as to.act in a Manner 
equally ;inconfiftent with. the Intereit.of his Crown, and 
with the Treaties by which he had acquired it. His Minifters 
nade no Difficulty.of falling into his Views; and the natural 
Pride and Ambition. of the Spaniards drew them. to wifh the 
Recovery of their , Jtaliax Dominions at leaft, tho’ the Pof- 
felion of them was never.of any great Service, but rather a 

Burthcn to them. , . 
. After the King’s fecond Marriage, this wrong Turn..of 
Politicks began- to difplay itfelf more fully, and the Spa~ 
niards endeavoured by. force of Arms to.recover Sicily; anil 
were inclined to attack Gibraltar. This forced the Maritime 
Powers to adhere clofely to the Houfe of Aufiria, and. ito 
take {uch Meafures for deftroying the naval Strength of Spain, 
.as could only be juftified by that Neceffity upon which they 
were plainly founded. By the Acceffion of Spain to the Qua- 
tuple Alliance, and the Advantages ftipulated for her therein, 
a new Opportunity was offered of eftablifhing her Peace and 
Profperity. upon a jafting Foundation ; and:it looked for fome 
time as if fhe intended it, but this lafted not long. The 
Vienna Alliance was contracted upon falfe Principles; for. it 
tended to deftroy the..Ballance of Power in Europe, and to 
force Gibraltar and Minorca out of the Hands of Great Bri- 
tain, which can never be effected by War, becaufe every 
War proves the Pofleflion of them by this Crown to be far 
the common Benefit of Eurcpe. From that Time the Spanifh 
Miniftry introduced a trimming kind of Politicks, purfuing 
fometimes one Scheme of Politicks, fometimes another:; 
but never affecting that Independency and Care of their own 
Concerns, 
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Concerns, wiich can alone render their People happy at 
Home, and their Power refpe&ted Abroad. - Yet it is certain, 
that both Albcron:.and Ripperda very well underftood the In- 
tereft of Spain, to which they always gave. the fecond-Place 
in their political Proje&ts. Happy-had it been for themfelves, 
the Spaniards, and-all the reft of Europe, if they had con- 
ftantly given it the firft: That they were both Foreigners, 
and both the Sans. of Fortunc, was and muft be their fole 
Excufe. . 

The Ambition of the two firft Princes of the Houfe- of 
Auftria, and the InaGtivity of the three laft, threw the Af- 
fairs of the Crown of Spain into fuch Diforder, and brought 
the People into fuch Indigence, that it certainhy became their 
Intereft, at leaft for the Space of a Century, to endeavour at 
repeopling their Country, Vimo rend Trade, and refto- 
ring their Conftitution and ancient Government ; for the ef- 
feéting of all which, they had every Means and every Op- 
‘portunity they could with, and many more than they bal 
any juft Reafon-to expe. ‘They ought! therefore to have 
laid afide all Thoughts of recovering theit States in /tal), 
fince tho’ they ferved well enough to enrich particular Fami- 
lies, fent thither in Quality of Vice-Roys, or’ other high 
Officers, yet to the whole Nation: they were burthenfome, 
as requiring a much greater Expence to preféerve and defend 
ahem; than thofe or any other Advantages actruing: to pri+ 
vate Perfons could ballance in any Degrees It was of no 
‘leh Confequence ‘for them to promote their Commerce in 
the We/t- Indies, which if duly attended to, would mot ect- 
tainly ‘have produced the Means of fetting up ufeful end v2 
duable Manufactures ‘at Home, and thereby brought fuch 
immenfe Treafures into Old Spain, as would foon ‘have en- 
abled them -to |have ‘recover’d all their paft Loffes, and to 
shave ‘put evety Fortrefs in the Kingdom, as well -as thet 
“Navy, into a proper State-of Defence. P- 

But’ if: the _—_ Punto, and the Honour that is the 
Hamour of the Nation, was to be preferred to all things, and 
the ‘Dominions torn from their Crown by the laft War 
recover’d at any Rate, ftill it was their Intereft religioufly to 
have ‘obferved the Peace of Utrecht; and above all things to 
have courted the Friendfhip of the Maritime Powers. The 
Spanijh Pradence in former Times was wont to gain, rather 
than lofe by Delay; and if the King and his Minifters in- 
ftvad of — the ‘Steps they did, had fteddily adbered to 
the Faith of Treaties, they might have found Opportunities 
even without Bloodfhed, and at avery trivial Expenee in 
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Comparifon of what it has colt them, fince thev might have 
carried all their Points. If Spain were abfolutely detuched 
from, and no way dependent upon France, her Power would 
not be the Object of Envy to the reft of Aurepe; and the 
Eftablifhment of the younger Princes of her Family in 
Italy might have been promoted, initead of being fo vigo- 
roufly oppofed by certain Pot ntates, that do not act 
either from Ambition or Caprice, but purely out of Motives 
of Self-Prefervation, and a juft Regard for the Maintenance 
of that Commerce, that is and miuit be always the balis of 
their Power. By liftening to the Dictatcs of France, Spain 
finds herfelf involved in the prefent War, out of which, um- 
lefs fhe extricates herfelf by a feparate Peace, fhe is not like- 
ly to get with any real Advantage; and when the does get 
out of it, the Demands made upon her by her Ally, may 
turn as much or more to her Prejudice, than all the has 
fuffered from thofe whom fhe forced to become her Ene- 
mies. 

Spain and the Indies may be confider’d as two great Em- 
pires under the Dominion of one Monarch, and the Happi- 
nefs of both depends upon a reciprocal Regard for the Wel- 
fare of each other. ‘To preferve her American Dominions, 
and to reap the utmoft Profits from them, it is the Bufinefs 
of Spain at all Events to maintain Peace, at Icaft till the has 
recover’d fuch a maritime Force as will enable her to fend 
Supplies, and to bring Home her Galleons in Spite of any 
Power with whom fhe is at War; on the other Hand, the 
Spanifhb Government in the /ndies might be put under fuch a 
Regulation, as to make all her Subjecis there infinitely more 
eafy and happy than they could be under any other Crown ; 
and at the fame time procure from them all the Advantages 
that either the Government or the Spanifh Nation could rea- 
fonably expect; and this too, not only without the Envy, 
but with the entire Satisfaction of moft of the Kingdoms and 
States in Europe, who have almoft as great an intereft in 
preferving the Pofleffion of the Judies to Spain, as Spain it- 
felf: But then it is both reafonable and neceflary, that on 
the one Hand the Spamiards fhould endeavour to make the 
moft of their Plantations, and not fuficr them by mere 
Negligence to fall to Ruin and Decay ; and on the other 
hand, that they fhould punctually fulfil ticir Engagements, 
and allow certain reafonable Advantages in Trade to their 
ancient, naturai and ufeful Allics. “Thefe Maxims once made 
the Rule of their Conduct, their own Commerce would re- 
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Vive, and of courfe become daily more extenfive and more pro§- 
table, their American Dominions recover their former Luftre 
and Profperity, and the Power of Old Spain rife as high as ever 
it ftood in the Days of the Emperor Charles the Fifth. No 
wonder therefore, if the Purfuit of contrary Meafures produce 
contrary Eficcts. 

As to the Intereft of Speiz with regard to her Neighbours, 
without doubt it confifts in maintaining a fair Correfpondence 
with them, without forming any Pretenfions on their Terri- 
tories. Her Differences with France are now extinguifhed, and 
as fhe has reafon to look upon that as an Advantage, fo it is 
a natural Motive to Peace and good Neighbourhood, that they 
are govern’d by Monarchs of the fame Blood ; but at the fame 
time, a King of Spain ought to confider, that he owes it to 
bis own Dignity, and to the unfhaken Loyalty of his Subjeéts, 
to govern them as their own Monarch, notas the Subftitute 
or Deputy of another Prince. He ought to confider this as 
the Error chiefly to be guarded againft in his Government, 
becaufe there is none that he can ccmmit will be attended 
with fo bad Confequences, in afmuch as it cannot fail of crea- 
ting Jealoufics and Uneafineffes at home, at the fame time 
that it finks his Credit, and difpofes other States to be his Ene- 
niics abroad. Befides, in point of Trade, and even of Domi- 
nion, the French alone can have Views upon him, as appears 
by their Attempts to trade directly to the South-Seas, andto 
obtain the entire Dominion of Hi/paniola ; which whenever 
they acquire, the Spanih Territorics in America will be at 
their Mercy. 

In regard to the Houfe of Au/frria, the great Caufe of Difpute 
has beea the /ta/ian Dominions ; and evident it is, that this 
Spirit of Difputing is the Effect of Jtalian Counfels, which 
we have too great Rezfon to fear will influence that Court 
for a long Series of Years to come; unlefs fome Spanih 
Miniter of true Genius fhould arife, and convince his Mafter 
of the Neceflity of fetting Bounds to that Spirit. This alone 
can contribute to the Peace and Grandeur of Spain, to the 
Quiet and Safety of /taly, and to the general Tranquillity of 
Europe. To the Grandeur of Spain, by keeping her out of 
thofe tedious and def{tructive W urs that exhaufts her People, 
which fhe can fo ili fpare, and her Treafures already brought 
very low. To the Welfare of Jtaly, by maintaining the Bal- 
lance of Power, which is effeitially necetiary to the feveral 
States of that Country, and wiich can never be fubverted, 
if the Spaniards would act with Moderation, and confult 
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their true Intereft inthis paricular. To the Tranquillity o 
Europe, all the Powers of which are fo much concern’d 
both by intereit and Treaty, in the Prefervation of the pre- 
fent Syitem in that Country, that it is impoffible for them 
to fuffer any Variation without having recourfe to Arms, in 
order to fet the Ballance right again. 

In reference to Portugal, it is certainly the Intereft of 
Spain to live well with her, and in the clofett Correfpondence 
poflible ; becaufe though that Power can be no formidable 
Enemy by herfelf, yet in cafe they enter intoa Confederacy 
againit Spain, the is able to give her more Uneafinefs than 
any other Potentate; as appear’d plainly in the laft general 
War, when the Allies became once Matters of 4 drid, 
purely by being engaged by Treaty with the Portugueje. It 
muft indced be owned, that the Situation of Portugal is fuch 
as mut naturally tempt an ambitious Prince on the Throne 
of Spain to afpire to the Conqueft of it; yet even ambiti- 
ous Princes, if they are wife. will weigh the Rifk they run 
againft the Advantage they feek ; and it will fcarce ever hap- 
pen, that a Spanifh Monarch fhall find himéclf in fuch a Si- 
tuation, as to be able to undertake the Congucit of Portugal, 
without running the Hazard of bringing the War into the 
Heart of his own Dominions, which is fuch a Hazard, as 
certainly no prudent Prince will run, for the Sake of any Ad- 
vantage whatever ; even if it were not, as in this Cafe it mutt 
be, attended with the moft manifeft and flagrant Injuftice. 

The Emperor of Aorocco, and the Piratical States ot Barbary, 
have always been confider’d as hereditary Enemies of the 
Crown of Spain, and perhaps they are the only Enemies againft 
whom the Spaniards can exert their Force; and that 
compatible with their Circumitances at home, agreeable 
to their own Intereft, and without exciting the Jealoufy of 
their Neighbours. The Crown of Spaz7 is already in pofleffion 
of Ceuta, and fome other Fortrefles upon that Coaft, which 
fhe has hitherto found it difficult to preferve ; and though fhe 
has made frequentAttempts, yet hasfhe never been able to make 
any confiderable Addition to her Conquefts. It may perhaps 
be hereafter in her Power to do fomething more confiderable 
on this Side ; but in all human Probability, if this is ever done, 
it muft be by a Naval Force, in which, as fhe would meet 
with no Oppofition from any of the Eurcpcen Powers, fo fhe 
might hope for the Affiftance of Portugal and the Italian 
States ; and anv Impreffions fhe could makeon that fide,would 
certainly aniwes feveral valuable Purpofes, and particularly the 
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fecuring her Coafts, the preferving her Commerce, and the 
reviving the Reputation of the Spaxifh Navy, which fora 
Century paft ius been almoft us ow, us for the Century pre- 
ceeding i was both formidabic and famous. 

The Face of Affairs in Spaix has been greatly chang’d by 
the Acceilion of the prefent Family tothe Throne, who with- 
out doubt reaped grvai sicvantages from the prodigious Efforts 
made in their favour by th. French, who yet made thofe Lttorts 
in favour of a younger Branch of their own Royal Family, 
and not 2s the Natura) or even Poliuical Alles of the Spanip 
Nation; and it is certain that they have becn very well paid 
for itfince. But the Condition to which Spain was reduced 
both in Europe and America, at the Time of the Death of 

barles the Second, is a Proof that there cannot be a greater 
Misfortune to any People, than for their Princcs ever to en- 
tertain Thcughts of univerfal Monarchy, whether by actually 
fubduing, or by maintaining a general Influence over other 
Nations ; for the former Method will intailibly leave them with- 
out Men, as the latter muft neccfiarily leave them without 
Money. 

Indeed, Spain at that time was left without either ; there 
were not in the important Fortrefs of Gibraltar, twenty Pieces 
of Cannon fit for Service ; and the Garrifon did not con- 
fift of One Hundred eft-clive Men ; yet in all probability it 
was not ina worfe Condition than the reft. In fhort, at that 
time the Nation was quite exhaufted ; and if the Duke of Anju 
had not fucceeded to the King of Spain’s Will, France mutt 
very probably have encreafed her Power and Dominions by the 
Congucit of a coniidcrable Part of the Spani/h Monarchy. 
This ought to prove a Leflon, even to that ambitious Na 
tion: Her People cannot always hold out, her Treafures 
muit be feme time or other quite drain’d; and if in fuch aSitua- 
tion they fhou’d have either a weakPrince on the Throne, or a 
long Minority, we might fee France in as low a Condition 
as Spain was in at the Death of Charles the Second ; for the 
fame Caufes will every where produce the fame Effeéts. 

Before the Spanifh Princes were infeéted with this Spirit of 
univerfal Rule, we find Ferdinand the Catholick, with an 
Army of twenty Thoufand Horfe, and fifty Thoufand Foot, 
before the City of Grenada, when that Kingdom was under 
the Moors, and when Arragen refufed to take any Share 
in the Quarrel. ‘This fhows how powerful Ca/file was be- 
fore the Addition of fo many Kingdoms and Provinces, and 
sefore America was difcovered. Yet it is very rafh to = 

clude 





aan tin iim tie wt eons om A eee 


Literary and Hiftorical RecisTer. 269 


clude from thence, that Spain has been ruined barely by Ac- 
cefion of Territory, and by her fending Colonies to the 
Weft-Indies. When the acquired the former, they were well 
Peopled ; and fhe has been fully paid in every refpect for all the 
Expences fhe has been at about the latter. The true Deduction 
js this, that vaft Territories and immenfe Treafures cannot 
fecure a Nation from want of Force, and from downright 
Beggary, if fhe is govern’d by weak and ambitious Coun- 
fels. 

In the midft of all her Grandeur, the Spanifh Territories 
were feparated at a vaft Diftance one from another: If fhe 
had maintained a conftant Peace, and had lived in Harmony 
with her Neighbours, fhe might have kept them all, for no 
fingle Power durft to have attacked her. Inftead of this, fhe 
graiped at all, made War on every Side, and forced thofe 
ihe injur’d to make themfelves both rich and powerful, by 
contributing to her Ruin. It was the Ambition and Inju- 
ftice of Spain that raifed up the Maritime Powers, as it was 
the Ambition and Injuftice of Spain that loft her many of 
her Dominions, and exhaufted the reft. Thefe are very 
weighty political Reflections; and by attending to them, we 
fhall come to conceive clearly both of her paft and her pre- 
fent Condition. In reference to the former, we have faid 
enough ; in refpect tothe latter we fhall obferve, that as fhe 
has ftill great Advantages, fo fhe ftill labours under fome In- 
conveniencies. 

It is, or at leaft it might be, a great Advantage to Spain, 
that fhe alone of all the European Powers poflefles Domi- 
nions both in the Zaft and /Veft-Indies, that have a direct 
and immediate Correfpondence with each other. If this 
were properly attended to and improved, fhe might raife her 
Revenues much higher than it is poffible under their prefent 
Circumftances for any other Power to do. She might, by 
encouraging her Commerce, fucceed in a great Meafure to 
that Share of the Eaft-India Trade which Venice has loft 
lince the Difcovery of the Paflage by the Cape of Good-Hope; 
for by tranfporting the Commodities of the Ea/f-Indies to 
Acapuleho, and from thence to Vera Cruz over Land, fhe 
might bring them from thence into Spain by her Galleons, 
at as cheap a Rate, and in as fhort a Time as the Englifh 
or Dutch; more efpecially if fhe allowed her Subjects either 
inthe Eaft or Weft-Indies, an open unreftrain’d Naviga- 
tion, 
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it is true, that as Things ftand at prefent, the Philippines 
do not yield any contiderable Profit to the Spaniards ; but 
this is entirely their own Fault ; fince if we contider the Si- 
tuation of thofe Iflands, it muft be allow’d that they might 
eafily come in for a very large Share of the Commerce of 
the £a/t-Indies, or at leaft for the moft valuable Part of it. 
Some Correfpondence they have already with China, and 
might lave a greater ; no Country lies fo conveniently as 
they do for the Trade of ‘fapan ; and there is nothing want- 
ing to put them in Pofleffion of all this, but withdrawing 
thofe Reftraints that are laid upon their Subjeéts in the Ea/- 
Indies, and adding another Galleon to carry the Produce of 
their Trade to Mexico. The fame Advantage might be 
reaped by rendering Vera Cruz, the Havanna, or even Bue 
nos Ayre: a free Port to their own Subjeés ; for this would 
draw fuch a Trade thither, as would make the intercourfe 
between the two /ndies before-mention’d both practical and 
eafy in a fhort Time. 

This would be more advantageous to Spain; becaufe it 
would give little or no Umbrage to foreign Nations ; they 
would carry on their Trade to Old Spain as they do at pre- 
fent; it would occafion a greater Vent for their Commodi 
ties and Manufactures, and conf.quently it would ftill make 
it more their Intereft to maintain and fupport the Spaniards 
in thefe Poffeffions. It might alfo, at leaft in Time, reftore 
fome of their decay’d Plantations. As for Example, if the 
Havannah was made the Staple of fuch a Trade, for which 
it lies very conveniently, this would not only prove highly be- 
neficial to the Ifland of Cuba, but would revive the In- 
duftry of the Inhabitants of H:/paniola and Porto Rio; 
and though it is very probable, that the Eng/ifp and Dutch 
might come in for a Share by an illicit Trade, which is 
one of the Inconveniences to which Spain will be always 
expofed ; yet even this would be ballanced by the additional 
Concern, that both the Englifh and Dutc) would have 
in preferving to the Spaniards what produced an imme 
diate and confiderable Gain to themtelves. 

Befides thefe Advantages abroad, they have alfo others a 
Home, by which I mean in Europe ; for as they have no long- 
er any Provinces in Flanders, they are wholly exempt from all 
the Trouble and Expence, which was entailed upon them by 
thofe Provinces while in their Pofleffion. They are allo 
Gainers, or might be Gainers, by the Change of Affairs in 
Italy,where, as Things now ftand, diftin@ Principalities in the 
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Hands of Defcendants from the Crown of Spain, may be 
4s advantageous as Provinces annexed to the Kingdom, and be 
fupported at much lefs Expence ; indeed without any Ex- 
pence at all, if thefe Princes purfue only their own Interefts, 
remain well-affected to the Ballance of Power in Italy, and 
maintain a fair Correfpondence with their Neighbours, who 
will be always willing to live upon the beft Terms imagi- 
nable with them. Another great Advantage is their being 
free from any Apprehenfions on the Side of France; to 
which we may add their having it abfolutely in their own 
Power to be as free from Danger on the Side of the Houfe 
of Aufiria ; for without Allies fhe has not the Power of 
hurting them ; and if Spain will be content with minding 
herown Bufinefs, the Allies of the Houfe of Aufiria would 
be come hers. All thefe Advantages are fo clear, that we need 
fend no more Time about them. 

The Inconveniences that Spain labours under, are chiefly 
thofe which fhe has brought upon herfelf. The firft of thefe, 
isthe Want of People, which is the Reafon that both the in- 
land and foreign ‘Trade is in a great Meature driven by Stran- 
gers, of which alfo for the moft part her Armies are com- 
pofed. Another great Inconveniency which refults from 
this, is the Poverty of their Country, which is not occa- 
fioned by its Barrennefs, but from the want of Cultivation. 
A third Inconvenience is the cxceflive Number and unpro- 
portionable Wealth of the Ecclefiafticks, fecular and regu- 
lar; of which, as great Bigots as this Nation have been al- 
ways held, they are now become very fenfible, and would 
willingly find a Remedy for it if they could. Their late 
Plenipotentiary at Breda, Mr. Macanas, proje€ted fuch a 
Remedy, which though it was not received in the late Reign, 
may be fome time or other accepted, and could not but be 
attended with very happy Effeéts. 

But after all, the capital and dangerous Inconvenience is their 
Court’s not being governed by Sfanifh Counfels; for all 
true Politicians will agree, that there is no Curfe can be 
fo heavy upon a People, as to be made Tools and Beatts of 
Burthen to any other People. For the firft twenty Years 
aiter the Acceffion of the late King Philip, Spain was in 
effect no better than a Province to France ; and her Condi- 
tion for more than twenty Years fince that, has been much 
worfe ; fhe is become a Province to thofe which fhe takes 
for her own Provinces, I mean the Jtalizn Dominions ; for 
Which fhe has already paid ten times more than they are 
worth, and has alfo remained under a Dependence on 
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France for the greateft part of that Time. In fhort, th 
Queen Dowager governed the King, and by fo doing go. 
verned Spain, with a View only to the Intereft of /tal; 
and this Paffion was fo a her, that all the Kingdom; 
and Provinces of the Spanifh Monarchy have been exhautted, 
beggared, and facrificea to the Love fhe has to her own littl 
Duchies of Parma and Placentia. 

Whenever this Inconveniency is taken away, the ref 
will be eafily removed: Spain will then become an inde. 
pendent and powerful Kingdom: France, inftead of giving 
Laws to, muft court her ; the Houfe of 4uftria would fe 
her flourifh without Envy; and the Maritime Powers, inftead 
of regarding her as an Enemy, would behold her in the 
amiable Light of their Benefactor, and their Friend. All 
this fhe may be, and that foon ; and if fhe will not be this, 
it cannot be long before fhe is totally undone. For fuch 
mutt be the Fate fooner or later of all Nations, that are ob- 
ftinately bent upon purfuing Meafures diametrically oppofiteto 
their own Interefts. Political Conftitutions are indeed ftrong- 
er than Natural Ones, but, like them, if they are continually 
harraffed, they will at laft be moft certainly wore out. 


The END of Number XXXII. 





